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The Lawson GEN 
database
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About Red Three 
• You’ve made a large investment in your system. 

Your transactions process ok.  But can you get the 
reports you need to run your business?

• Complex Financials and H/R
• Lawson, Oracle, and Legacy Systems
• Other Lawson Technical and Application 

consulting to support our primary mission. 
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What is the GEN Database?
• GEN is the metadata that Lawson runs on
• What’s in GEN

• Controlling jobs
• Keeping track of applications
• Maintaining security
• Internal key names
• Anything that Lawson needs to run.
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Job Scheduler
• Do not start a new Crystal report until you 

understand the table relations.
• Do develop reports over a test database/server. 
• Do not just reboot your computer and hide when 

you ignore rules 1 and 2 and bring Lawson crashing 
down.
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Dump of GEN file - QUEUEDJOB
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Jobs in Recovery - QUEUEDJOB
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Jobs in Recovery - QUEUEDJOB
Select username, jobname, stopdate, processid, from
gen.queuedjob where status = 34
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Error Messages  - CRTERRMAP
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msgmnt – Lawson Program
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COBOL – where message number is used
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CRTERRMAP – where messages are stored
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rngdbdump may be used



© Copyright 2009. Red Three Consulting, Inc

Lawson Program - pgmdef
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R_PROGRAM – programs not in production



© Copyright 2009. Red Three Consulting, Inc

Security (laua, secadm, black magic…)
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Users – from R_USER



© Copyright 2009. Red Three Consulting, Inc

Ideas
• Script to compile a program

• What system is the program in?
• Script to backup/copy a program

• Source files by system code; workfile(s); pgmdef 
entry

• Script to email about jobs in recovery, 
changes to security

• Script to solve world hunger
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Wrapping Up
• GEN – The Lawson “gold mine”

• Maintenance scripts
• Alert scripts
• No-nonsense data dumps

• Query with SQL (9.x only) and/or rngdbdump
• For update, use the appropriate dump/load 

metadump/metaload utilities
• TMTOWTDI.


